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Young investigator in the spotlight -  short talk:
 Maarten Steinz  

Macrophage polarization markers for PET imaging 
in rheumatoid arthritis

Keynote speaker

Stefano Alivernini
Synovial tissue macrophages heterogeneity across 

disease phases of Rheumatoid Arthritis 

Stefano Alivernini, MD, PhD, is Consultant Rheumatologist and Academic Researcher at the Fondazione 
Policlinico Universitario A. Gemelli IRCCS in Rome, Italy, where he is in charge of the Synovial Tissue Biopsy 
Unit (SYNGem) at the Division of Rheumatology, which is actively involved in translational studies and 
tissue-driven clinical trials. 

His research activity is focused on rheumatoid arthritis and psoriatic rthritis with specific interest in 
synovitis, mechanisms leading to tissue inflammation and its resolution, and on biomarker discovery for 
personalized treatment of inflammatory arthritis. He has published several seminal papers on this topic in 
high-ranking journals including Nature Medicine, Science Advances and the Annals of the Rheumatic 
Diseases.
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